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15 Menachem Av, 5768 / August 16, 2008

"Your Money or Your Life?"

By Rabbi Yossy Goldman

Judaism's most famous prayer comes from this week's Pagirah.Yisrael Hashef
Elokeinu Hashem EchatHear O Israel, G-d is our G-d, G-d is One" (Deuteronops
4:6). "And you shall love the L-rd your G-d," the verse continues, with all yeant

with all your soul, and with all youneod"
Rashi, the great Biblical commentator, interprets this last phraseth-ailviyour
meod -- to mean "with all your resources," i.e. your money. This, of colgge the

guestion: if we have already been commanded to love G-d "with all your soul"

which the commentaries understand to mean that we should be prepared to giy
very life for G-d-- then why the rather mundane command about money? Surel
we are prepared to give our life for G-d, then sharing our money is a smallathing

ask?
Rashi explains that in fact there are individuals who value their moneythraom
their lives. Such people need to be told to love G-d with all their money.

Jack Benny, the well-known American entertainer from long ago, used to joke

self- deprecatingly about his frugality. Once, he told of walking down a New Y

street late at night when he suddenly felt cold, hard metal pointing into his back and a Shacharis / Morning service

gruff voice barked, "Your money or your life!" When he didn't immediatelyaed,
the gun at his back pressed deeper into his flesh and the voice from behind be
more menacing, "Your money or your life!" Benny replied, "I'm thinking, I
thinking."

There are actually quite a few real life situations today which provéhikas no
joke. There is no shortage of people, from private contractors in Iraojte farmer
in Zimbabwe, who pursue business opportunities and careers which place ékei
in danger.

So the Torah insists that we must love G-d with all our heart, soulndfe a
resources -- whatever it is that we value and cherish most, we should beghteps
dedicate in love to G-d.

| have spoken of this conceptRityon Haber("Redemption of the First Born")

ceremonies, where one finds a very strange dialogue between the father and the

Kohen. By Torah law, every first born belongs to G-d, or to G-d's designated
representative, the Kohen. The Kohen therefore asks the father of the nefwildor,
"Which do you prefer: your first born son, or the five silver shekalsaye obligated
to give me for his redemption?"

Now what kind of absurd question is that? Is this "The Money or the Box"? Wh
normal father is going to give away his son when he can keep him for the sma
of five silver coins? No one is waiting in breathless suspense fattier's answer.
In truth, however, it is a very serious question. The priestly minister of SRsdch
the father of this child: In your newborn son's future life, what will be of psima
significance? Will it be the child or the shekel? Will you place high impoe@n
finance or on family time? Will you raise this child with an emphasi materialism
or on more meaningful things? This is really a very good question afteoak
which parents need to consider soberly before responding to.

How many workaholics do we know who are so busy making a living that they jorg

to live. Remember, no one was ever heard lamenting on their deathbed, "Oy, if
I'd spent more time at the office!"

So theShmareminds us that whatever our core values may be, they should be
directed to G-d and His service.

Even for those who aren't overly thrifty, money is an issue. The reathgt it's not
cheap to be Jewish, certainly not to live Jewishly. Whether it's the higberopri
kosher food and Jewish schooling, or the additional expenses of preparing for
Passover, building a Sukkah, or acquiriefijlin andmezuzahsall these things
require a commitment from us financially. When we make that commitméntovie
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and don't complain about the high cost of being Jewish, then we are observingjthe

mitzvah of loving G-d with all oureod -- our money and resources.
But don't worry. G-d loves us too.
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t FRIDAY:
Candlelighting 7:39 pm
Mincha / Kabbolas Shabbos  7:30 pm
SHABBOS SCHEDULE:
rk Study of Chassidic text 8:15 am
9:30 am
] Shabbos Ladies’ class 7:00 pm
-ame Shabbos Men’s class 7:00 pm
Mincha / Shalosh Seudos 7:45 pm
Chassidic Discourse:
Shabbos Ends 8:32 pm
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:
Chassidus: 7:00 am
Daf Yomi: Monday - Friday 6:45 am
Rabbi Aron Lieberman
rget” _ 2:30
oBlyachris: Monday - Friday: -ovam
Sunday: 8:00 am
Yeshiva Minyan: 9:15 am
Mincha - Shiur Rambam - Ma’ariv: 7:45 pm
Sunday: Daf Yomi 7:15am
Daily Mishnah Shiur after morning
Services
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This Week In Jewish History

15 Menachem Av
End of Dying in Desert (1274 BCE)
In wake of the incident of the "Spies," in which the generation that came out of
Egypt under Moses' leadership demonstrated their unpreparedness for the task of
conquering and settling the Holy Land, G-d decreed that entire generation would
die out in the desert (see "Today in Jewish History" for Av 8 and Av 9). After 38
years of wandering through the wilderness the dying finally ended, and a new gen-
eration of Jews stood ready to enter the Holy Land. It was the 15th of Av of the
year 2487 from creation (1274 BCE)Ban on Inter-Tribal Marriage Lifted (13th
century BCE)
In order to ensure the orderly division of the Holy Land between the twelve tribes
of Israel, restrictions had been placed on marriages between members of two dif-
ferent tribes. A woman who had inherited tribal lands from her father was forbidden
to marry out of her tribe, lest her children -- members of their father's tribe -- cause
the transfer of land from one tribe to another by inheriting her estate (Number 36).
This ordinance was binding only on the generation that conquered and settled the
Holy Land during the 14-year period 2488-2503 from creation (1273-1258 BCE);
when the restriction was lifted, on the 15th of Av, the event was considered a
cause for celebration and festivity.
Tribe of Benjamin Re-Admitted (circa 1228 BCE)
Av 15 was the day on which the tribe of Benjamin, which had been excommuni-
cated for its behavior in the incident of the "Concubine at Givah," was readmitted
into the community of Israel (as related in Judges 19-21). The event occurred dur-
ing the judgeship of Othniel ben Knaz, who led the people of Israel in the years
2533-2573 from creation (1228-1188 BCE).
Jeroboam's Roadblocks Removed (574 BCE)
Upon the division of the Holy Land into two kingdoms following the death of King
Solomon in the year 2964 from creation (797 BCE), Jeroboam ben Nebat, ruler of
the breakaway Northern Kingdom of Israel, set up roadblocks to prevent his citi-
zens from making the thrice-yearly pilgrimage to the Holy Temple in Jerusalem,
capital of the Southern Kingdom of Judea. These were finally removed more than
200 years later by Hosea ben Eilah, the last king of the Northern Kingdom, on Av
15, 3187 (574 BCE).
Betar Dead Buried (148 CE)
The fortress of Betar was the last holdout of the Bar Kochba rebellion. When Betar
fell on the 9th of Av, 3893 (133 CE), Bar Kochba and many thousands of Jews
were killed; the Romans massacred the survivors of the battle with great cruelty
and would not even allow the Jews to bury their dead. For 15 years their remains
were left scattered on the battlefield. When the dead of Betar were finally brought
to burial on Av 15 of the year 3908 from creation (148 CE), an additional blessing
(HaTov VehaMeitiv) was added to the "Grace After Meals" in commemoration.
Matchmaking Day
In ancient Israel, it was the custom that on the 15th of Av "the daughters of Jerusa-
lem would go out in borrowed linen garments (so as not to embarrass those with-
out beautiful clothes of their own)... and dance in the vineyards" and "whoever did
not have a wife would go there" to find himself a bride (Talmud, Taanit 31a).
“The Day of the Breaking of the Ax"
When the Holy Temple stood in Jerusalem, the annual cutting of firewood for the
altar was concluded on the 15th of Av. The event was celebrated with feasting and
rejoicing, as is the custom upon the conclusion of a holy endeavor, and included a
ceremonial breaking of the axes which gave the day its name.

17 Menachem Av

Hebron Massacre (1929)

67 Jewish men, women and children were slaughtered, and scores wounded,
raped and maimed, by their Arab neighbors in the city of Hebron, who rioted for
three days amid cries of Slaughter the Jews.""The survivors fled to Jerusalem, and
the ancient Jewish community of Hebron, which had lived in relative peace in the
city for hundreds of years, was not revived until after Israel's capture of Hebron in
the 1967 Six Day war.

20 Menachem Av

Zohar Published (1558)

First printing of the Zohar, the fundamental work of the Kabbalah (Jewish esoteric
and mystical teachings), authored by the Talmudic sage, Rabbi Shimon Bar
Yochai.

Passing of R. Levi Yitzchak Schneerson (1944)

Av 20 is the yarzheit (anniversary of the passing) of the Lubavitcher Rebbe's fa-
ther, Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Schneerson (1878-1944), in Alma Ata, Kazakhstan.
Rabbi Levi Yitzchak was Chief Rabbi of Yekaterinoslav (currently Dnepropetrovsk),
and was arrested and exiled to Kazakhstan by the Stalinist regime as a result of
his work to preserve Jewish life in the Soviet Union.

21 Menachem Av

Passing of R. Chaim Brisker (1918)

Passing of Rabbi Chaim Soloveichik of Brisk (1853-1918), outstanding Talmudic
scholar and Jewish leader.
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Refuah Shleima
Eunice Goldstein Banish Feerman
Sara Weinschneider June Glickman
David Jutkowitz Yichiel Ben-Gigi

Bahia

Mother of Rita Solomon 20 Menachem
Noach Bier

Father of Ava Phillips
Moshe ben Dov

Father of Avrohom Balser
Shmuel

Father of Jamie Pinto

20 Menachem

21 Menachem

Chaim

Father of Nava Goldenholz 21 Menachem

id you Notice...

that each of the tables in the men’s section samnh
box of tissues?
THANK YOU to JOEL DEUTCH for taking the

These types of sensitive caring for others makeshar s

great. Thank you,Joel
Did you notice what a gracious Kiddush we ha
for Shabbos Chazon Erev Tisha B’Av. Kiddush was

was structured with a 2 pm Mincha and a 9 pm Ma’ani
that we davenned, rested and ate in the manner that b
facilitated an easy fast and a proper segway into it.

Words lead to Actions: we hear our Rabbi tell
at Shul on each Shabbos we are there, that “.drash
loves you, The Rebbe loves you and the Rabbi loves y
Some of the members, including SAM GROSS, marve
at his planning such a well conceived Kiddush thinking
was in honor of the birth of granddaughter Chana who
arrived on Friday Night, BHdmmm

Mazal Tov to the Lieberman family - to Dina an
to Chaim and big brother Mendel and big sister Goldie.
And to the Rosenberg family, the Holzkenner family an
the Teitler family on their recent births.

Our Shul is blossoming with Thank G-d Good
Deeds and Growing Families. May we continue to gmf
Strength to Strength.

The summer camp season just ended and the
Shul is already beginning its next season of
pre-school Nursery which teaches our youngest memk;
of Klal Yisrael.
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initiative recognizing the need and donating the tissues.

21 Menachem

sponsored by Ed Elias and the Rabbi. Minyan on Shabbos
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Surrogate Daughter
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Shutter Systems
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From the Desk of Dina Lieberman, President

N’Shei Chabad of the Synagogue of Inverrary-Chabad
Dear Members and Friends,

Don’'t Miss Out! Put Your Name(s) on the Card!
For Rosh HaShana, the beginning of the New Year let @l join as one and wish each other a good year.

Especially during these trying times it is very impdant to be united. On Rosh HaShana we pray for the whdeing of
our families, our communities and Eretz Yisroel.

Let us all unite and wish each other a KETIVA VECHATIMA TOVAH,
“You should be written and inscribed for the good, anchave a Happy and Sweet New Year.”
Each member of the Shul will receive a Shana Tova Caiidscribed with their name along
with the other participants’ names.

Don’t be the odd one out! Send your $20 check by thetBof Elul. September 09, 2008.
Make checks payable to SISTERHOOD OF SYNAGOGUE OF INERRARY CHABAD and mail it with the form
below to:

Dear Dina, Please write how you would like your name sped on the Rosh Hashanah card.
To have your name on the card the fee is $20.00
(Please PRINT NEATLY

Thank You




ORB Glatt Kosher
The Best Pita Sandwich in the USA

Confused about Long Term Care Insurancqg’

Call Me! Kosher Vacations

MaX LeVIne Discount Airline Tickets to Israel!”

(954)721.1500 EIAl No Service Charge
World Wide Kosher Cruises!

SpeCiaIiZing in Medicare Supplements Fam”y Vacations & Reunions’
*Home Health Care * Long Term Carff = Aijr, Hotels & Car Rentals-& Tours

*Major Medical * Life Insurance

For Personal Service contact

KRAMER & LEVINE Zalman (Stan) or Bonnie Altwerger
INSURANCE (954) 777-2786  fax (954) 777-4905
7880 N. University Dr.Suite 302 Email: saltwerger@yahoo.com

Tamarac, FL 33321
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CLASSES AT THE SYNAGOGUE OF INVERRARY —CHABAD

Daily Mishnah Shiur After Morning Services (see b)
5:00 PM(Co-ed) KabalahMeditation directly followed by
6:30 PMABALAH: CHABAD PERSPECTIVE with Rabbi Heshy Lipsyzc
*Please call Bonnie 954 777 2786 for schedule change alerts.

7:45 PM (Women’s Class) TEFILLAH with Rebbetzin Shandy Lieberman
8:30 PM (Women’s Clasg)IMELESS WISDOM IN CHUMASH - How It Helps Us
Through the Day- (Commentary by Rashi)with Rebetzin Chanie Lebovics

9:00 PM CHASSIDUS SHIUR organized by Nir Steel
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